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Drumm Farm – CDBG-Recovery funds help to rehab historic campus building
INDEPENDENCE, Mo. – June 2, 2009 – Rufus Little, the Andrew Drumm Institute’s Executive Director, announced today that a City Development Block Grant (CDBG-R) for $52,564.00 has been approved for Drumm Farm by the Independence City Council.
The CDBG-R funds will allow the Drumm Farm Board of Trustees to begin exterior rehabilitative work on the historic Swinney Hall campus building.  The building will be used for Drumm Farm and campus partner, Midwest Foster Care and Adoption Association, to expand administrative space and program services. The top floor of the building will provide apartments for Drumm Farm youth preparing to transition out of foster care.  Bringing the building back to life will open living space in other campus buildings for additional foster children.
Fundraising for the Swinney Renovation Project has been underway for two years.  Utilizing Youth Opportunity Tax Credits and other fundraising, Drumm Farm Trustees have secured over $200,000 for the project. The new CDBG-R funds will allow Phase I, exterior rehabilitation of the building, to begin immediately.  An additional $50,000 will be needed to complete Phase I.  State tax credits are available for donors to the project. 
Youth Opportunity Tax Credits and additional funding to support interior renovation (Phase II), will be on-going.  The immediate priority is to rehab the exterior and save the historic building from further deterioration. 
Board of Trustees President, David Rock, says, “Our long-term goal is to extend our services to more area foster children and families. The assistance from the city of Independence, along with our generous donors will allow us to continue providing a safe home for more foster children.”

Currently, Drumm Farm provides a home for male and female foster children 2-18 years of age.  Since 1929, Drumm Farm has helped foster children build successful lives by providing stable family-style homes and opportunities for personal growth.  
A celebration and reception marking the beginning of the Swinney Hall project will take place on the Drumm campus, 3210 Lee’s Summit Road in Independence, Missouri on _________________.  
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